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With the prodigious strength of mythical heroes, Kirk Morris 
as Hercules and Richard Lloyd as Samson hurl huge boulders 
against Philistine soldiers in one of the big-scale sequences of 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s spectacular action-drama, ‘‘Hercules, 
Samson and Ulysses.’? The giant scenes of the picture were 
filmed in Eastmancolor with a cast of thousands. 


Still HSU-8 


Hercules, Samson and Ulysses Mat 2-A 


Kirk Morris, as Hercules, hurls a spike at Philistine soldiers 
from aboard a Greek ship in this scene from **Hercules, Samson 
and Ulysses,”’ spectacular and action-filled Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer drama in color revolving about the heroic adventures 
of three of mythology’s most legendary heroes. 


Still HSU-49 


Hercules, Samson and Ulysses Mat 2-D 


Kirk Morris as Hercules (with 
back to the wall) pits his 
strength against that of 
Richard Lloyd, portraying 
Samson, in a conflict taking 
place amid the ruins of an 
ancient temple in ‘‘Hercules, 
Samson and Ulysses.’’? Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s spectacle- 
drama of mythology’s most 
legendary heroes was filmed on 
a giant scale in Eastmancolor 
with a cast of thousands. 


Hercules, Samson and Ulysses 
Still HSU-15 Mat 1-A 


Beautiful Italian star Liana 
Orfei portrays the treacherous 
Delilah in ‘*Hercules, Samson 
and Ulysses,’’ Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer’s spectacle-drama_ of 
mythology’s most legendary 
heroes. Kirk Morris and 
Richard Lloyd also star in the 
eye-filling attraction, filmed in 
Eastmancolor on a giant scale 
with a cast of thousands. 


Hercules, Samson and Ulysses 


Still HSU-26 Mat 1-B 


PRODIGIOUS FEATS OF STRENGTH ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN MGM'S 
GIANT SPECTACLE-DRAMA, “HERCULES, SAMSON AND ULYSSES” 


At one point in “Hercules, Samson 
and Ulysses,’ Samson, a man of heroic 
build and strength, stands alone on a 
hilltop awaiting the arrival of a battal- 
ion of enemy Philistine soldiers on 
horseback. As they come into view and 
spur their horses to the lone opponent, 
the mighty Samson hurls spears at them 
with both hands, causing one horse with 
its rider after another to fall until he 
has decimated the entire battalion! It is 
a scene to leave the spectator gasping. 

But this is only one of thrill after 
thrill unfolded in Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer’s big spectacle-drama, starring 
Kirk Morris, Richard Lloyd and Liana 
Orfei in a cast of thousands against 
eye-filling settings in color on both land 
and sea. With Morris as Hercules, 
Lloyd as Samson, Enzo Cerusico as 
Ulysses and glamorous Miss Orfei as 
the treacherous Delilah, the story of 
three of the world’s most legendary 
heroes sweeps across the screen in epic 


action and thunderous episodes as it re- 
counts the victory of a handful of ship- 
wrecked Greek adventurers over the 
barbarous Philistines against over- 
whelming odds. 

From the very opening scenes in 
which a small fishing boat is attacked 
by an Aagean sea monster, with a fish- 
erman disappearing into its jaws, this 
giant picture is filled with unremitting 
action and spectacle. There are the 
scenes in which the cruel Philistines 
crucify, slaughter and enchain the in- 
habitants of a Hebrew village who re- 
fuse to divulge the hiding place of their 
champion, Samson. There is the first 
encounter between Hercules and Sam- 
son, neither realizing they are on the 
same side, and engaging in a tremendous 
fight with the stones of ancient monu- 
ments as their weapons. There is a 
close-up fight in which a barehanded 
Hercules strangles a lion. There is an- 
other extraordinary sequence in which 
Hercules and Samson, now joined in a 
common cause, unlodge a huge temple 
from its foundations and crush thou- 


sands of soldiers, buried alive in the 
hurtling debris. And, finally, there is 
the climactic battle between Greeks and 
Philistines in which Hercules’ and 
Ulysses’ countrymen, arriving by sea, 
turn the tide against the enemy when 
they let loose their spears from the ship 
against a phalanx of archers on the 
shore. * 


In contrast to the scenes of heroic 
confllct and prodigious feats of strength 
are impressive sequences taking place in 
the magnificent palace of Seren, the 
Philistine king and his favorite, Delilah. 
One episode to be remembered is an 
exotic dance performed by Delilah in 
which her garments are removed with a 
long whip flicked by a slave. It makes 
today’s strip-tease seem tame in com- 
parison. 


But then, everything about “Hercules, 
Samson and Ulysses” will be remem- 
bered by every action fan who sees it. 
Credits go to Joseph Fryd who pro- 
duced, Pietro Francisci who directed 
and wrote the screen play, Silvano 
Ippoliti for the superb photography and 
Francesco Lavagnino for the effective 
music. 


Cast 
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Produced by Joseph Fryd. Directed by 
Pietro Francisci. Screen Play by Pietro 
Francisci. Music by Francesco Lavag- 
nino. Director of Photography: Silvano 
Ippoliti, A.1.C. In Eastmancolor. General 
Organizer: Carlo Bessi. Musical Direc- 
tor: Carlo Savina. Assistant Directors: 
Pietro Nuccorini, Ama Rigamonti Di 
Cuto. Cameraman: Franco Di Giacomo. 
Art Director: Giorgio Giovannini. Set 
Dresser: Franco Loquenzi. Costume De- 
signer: Gaia Romanini. Make-Up: Eu- 


clide Santoli. Hairdresser: Amalia Pao- 
letti. Choreographer: Wilbert Bradley. 
Presented by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 


EVER HEARD OF 
“SILLY HORSE”? 


Ever heard of a “silly” horse? Well, 
the horse may be silly but it proved of 
inestimable value in the filming of one 
of the spectacular sequences of Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s eye-filling and ac- 
tion-loaded drama, “Hercules, Samson 
and Ulysses.” 

In this sequence Richard Lloyd, cast 
as Samson, who defies the might of the 
Philistines, engages in a one-man battle 
against one-hundred Philistine horse- 
men whom he routs by throwing one- 
hundred spears uninterruptedly and 
with the speed of lightning. 

To prevent both horses and riders 
from being injured, an ingenious and 
effective set-up was devised by director 
Pietro Francisci in which the battle 
area was covered by dozens of camou- 
flaged pits which would break the fall 
of men and animals. This part was sim- 
ple enough. The difficulty was to per- 


suade the horses to ride toward the pits. 

This is where the “silly” horse came 
in. Technically termed a “pilot” horse 
for big-scale movie scenes, it is an ani- 
mal which lacks the instinct of a sense 
of danger and will ride anywhere. 
Moreover, once the other animals ob- 
serve the “‘silly” horse go forward, they 
are willing to follow. 

“Silly” horses are not easy to find, 
but once the director of “Hercules, 
Samson and Ulysses” and his stuntmen 
had located one, the unusual one-man 
battle sequence came off without a hitch. 

As for the battler himself, Richard 
Lloyd found no difficulty in his arduous 
spear-throwing feat. A 25-year-old 
actor of formidable build and strength 
hailing from Iran, Lloyd is a natural 
athlete and during the Teheran Olympic 
Games of 1956 won first prize in the 
javelin throwing contest. 


Liana Orfei, cast as the alluring Delilah in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 
spectacle-drama, “Hercules, Samson and Ulysses,” performs an 
exotic palace dance in which her outer garments are removed by a 
slave’s whip. Kirk Morris, Richard Lloyd and Enzo Cerusico enact 
the three legendary heroes in the tumultuous drama, filmed in East- 
mancolor with a cast of thousands. Joseph Fryd produced. 


Still HSU-31 


Hercules, Samson and Ulysses Mat 2-B 


LIANA ORFEI PERFORMS EXOTIC DANCE 


What must be the strip-tease to end 
all movie strip-teases takes place in 
a palace sequence of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer’s new spectacle-drama, “Hercu- 
les, Samson and Ulysses,” dealing with 
the heroic adventures of three of myth- 
ology’s most legendary heroes. 

Legends are no more lacking in beau- 
tiful heroines than are modern-day dra- 
mas and in “Hercules, Samson and 
Ulysses” the beautiful, blonde Italian 
star Liana Orfei portrays the treach- 
erous Delilah, who does her best to 
turn Hercules (Kirk Morris) and 
Samson (Richard Lloyd) over to their 


Philistine enemies. 

In the course of the proceedings 
Liana does a dance which typifies the 
taste of a barbarian age, in which a 
slave with a long, whirling whip 
snatches off her outer garments as 
she performs the sensuous movements 
of the dance. One false step and the 
whip would cut into Liana’s flesh. 

It required steady nerves and precise 
timing on the part of the lovely actress, 
but Miss Orfei was not without exper- 
ience in this sort of bravery. Prior to 
the filming of “Hercules, Samson and 
Ulysses” she had appeared in a tele- 
vision presentation in which she held a 
cigarette between her lips which was 
flicked away with a whip by an assist- 
ant in one carefully calculated second. 
If her poise and lack of fear in this in- 
trepid show of courage seemed remark- 
able, Liana was forearmed with reas- 
surance by the fact that the “assistant” 
in the act was her brother, Rinaldo, 
with whom she had been able to practice 


at home until she had achieved perfec- 
tion in the dangerous stunt. 

When director Pietro Franscisci 
asked the actress if she would be will- 
ing to perform the remarkable dance she 
agreed on one condition, namely that 
the part of the whip-flicking slave be 
played by her brother. The director 
readily agreed and the literally striking 
sequence came off before the Eastman- 
color cameras without mishap. 

Feats of daring are nothing new to 
Liana Orfei who, when she is not emot- 
ing in films, trains lions! Stemming of 
a noted Italian circus-owning family, 
Miss Orfei first walked into a lion’s 
cage to start her work as an animal 
trainer at the age of fourteen. 

“There’s nothing to it, really,” she 
said. “In fact, everyone knows that the 
secret of lion taming is showing the ani- 
mal that you are not afraid. It’s how 
you do this that is the problem, but it 
can be learned.” 

Liana’s screen career began when 
her circus photos were spotted in a 
magazine and she was given a role in 
“The Tartars” with Orson Welles and 
Victor Mature. Subsequently, she 
starred with Guy Williams and Don 
Burnett in “Damon and Pythias.” To- 
day, the demands her successful screen 
career make on her time leave little 
room for circus work although she likes 
to keep her hand in. 

Incidentally, there is a battle with a 
lion in “Hercules, Samson and Ulysses” 
but Liana has no part in this struggle. 
Kirk Morris comes out the Herculean 
victor in the thrilling lion combat. But 
offstage, well out of camera range, 
stood a watchful Liana Orfei to give 
him professional pointers. 
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Kirk Morris as Hercules (with 
back to the wall) pits his 
strength against that of 
Richard Lloyd, portraying 
Samson, in a conflict taking 
place amid the ruins of an 
ancient temple in ‘‘Hercules, 
Samson and Ulysses.’’? Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer’s spectacle- 
drama of mythology’s most 
legendary heroes was filmed on 
a giant scale in Eastmancolor 
with a cast of thousands. 
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A treacherous Liana Orfei as Delilah, favorite of the Philistine 
king, ingratiates herself with Hercules, played by Kirk Morris, 
in this scene from Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s spectacular action- 
drama, “‘Hercules, Samson and Ulysses,” filmed in Eastman 

color with a cast of thousands, co-starring Richard Lloyd. 
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Individual Mats Pictured Above May be Ordered Singly (By Numbers 
Indicated) At Regular Prices from NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 
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THEATRE TRAILER 


Available from National Screen Service. 


TELEVISION TRAILERS 


60 and 20 seconds in length. Contact your 
MGM Field Press Representative. 


RADIO SPOT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


60, 30, and 20 seconds in length. Contact your 
MGM Field Press Representative. 


STRESS STRENGTH 


Physical fitness is becoming increasingly popular 
throughout the country today. Take advantage of 
this interest by tieing-in with local gyms and 
YMCAs, especially during their membership 
drives. Hold a letter writing contest for school 
children on ““Why Physical Fitness Is Important”’ 
in 25 words or less. Get an athletic goods store to 
display their merchandise in your lobby in ex- 
change for displaying your window cards and men- 
tioning your playdate in their ads. Use physical 
fitness still no. HSU-8. 


JEWELER’S TIE-IN 


Arrange a tie-in with your local jeweler, having him 
set up a window display featuring stills from ‘Her- 
cules, Samson and Ulysses.”’ Get him to feature your 
playdate copy and exhibit costume jewelry apropos to 
the film—pendants, arm bracelets, earrings, etc. Utilize 
still (HSU-26) of Liana Orfei as a bejeweled Delilah. 


POSTER CONTEST 


Approach local schools to sponsor a poster contest 
selling “Hercules, Samson and Ulysses.” Suggest to 
students via art instructors and school newspapers that 


COLORING CONTEST MAT they create their own advertising posters. For judges 


use art instructors, local art critics and authorities. 


This new coloring mat illustrates the mammoth ex- Try to get an art authority from your local newspaper, 
citement of ‘‘HERCULES, SAMSON and ULYSSES.” also. Display the best efforts in your lobby and award 
The mat, available in 2- and 3-column sizes, can the winners complimentary passes and/or promoted 
be used in various ways as an effective selling aid. prizes. 


1. PLANT it with your local newspaper for use as 
a coloring contest. Offer guest tickets to the 


bee and display winning entries in your LOCAL “OLYMPIC” GAMES 


2. USE it as a herald and distribute it at schools, Here’s an idea that will create great general enthusi- 
libraries, and at various places where young asm, go far in promoting your playdate, and is a pro- 
people congregate: drug stores, candy stores, motion of genuine civic interest. Stage your own local 
bowling alleys, skating rinks, etc. Olympic games. Include such events as archery, javelin 

3. BLOW UP and use as a display piece in lobby throwing, discus, wrestling, etc. You will find that 
or out front. athletically-minded organizations such as the Amer- 

4. ARRANGE to use in supermarkets as a bag ican Legion, VFW, churches, etc., will be happy to 
stuffer. cooperate. Make sure local media covers the event 

Order Mat 2-X or 3-X which will be surrounded by one, three, and six-sheets 


advertising the film. 


LIVE RADIO ANNOUNCEMENTS 


30-SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT 
“HERCULES, SAMSON AND ULYSSES”... the three mightiest 


men ever to walk the earth . . . now together in MGM’s tower- 
: : : ing adventure spectacle... ‘‘HERCULES, SAMSON AND 
The art illustrated here is typical of all the ULYSSES"'! SEE the mighty Samson conquer an entire army of 


blood-lusting Philistines. SEE the brute strength of Hercules as 
he barehandedly strangles a raging lion. Imagine nothing 
NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE BRANCH. because you will see everything in ‘‘HERCULES, SAMSON AND 
ULYSSES.”’ The world’s mightiest men in the screen’s mightiest 
adventure... ‘‘HERCULES, SAMSON AND ULYSSES”’... in 
color! 


accessories that are available at your local 


20-SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT 


“HERCULES, SAMSON AND ULYSSES’... SEE the mighty 
Samson conquer an entire army of blood-lusting Philistines. 
SEE the sadistic dance of the whip. Imagine nothing because 
you will see everything in MGM's ‘‘HERCULES, SAMSON AND 
ULYSSES."’ The world’s mightiest men in the screen’s mightiest 
adventure... ‘‘HERCULES, SAMSON AND ULYSSES”’... in 
color! 


HERCULES, 
SAMSON... 
ULYSSES 
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10-SECOND LIVE ANNOUNCEMENT 


SEE ‘‘HERCULES, SAMSON AND ULYSSES’’... the world’s 
mightiest men in the screen’s mightiest adventure. Imagine 
nothing because you will see everything in MGM's ‘‘HER- 


OBER 


F | CULES, SAMSON AND ULYSSES”... . in color! 
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